VALLE, 


Families gathered outside the 
Portsmouth Art & Cultural 
Center for the noon ball drop 
and during a Noon Year’s Eve 
bash on Sunday. The midday 
celebration had kid-friendly 
activities like face painting 
and crafts. 


PAGE 3 


in sports 


PLAYOFF PARTY 
IN BUFFALO 


The NFL's postseason field is set 
and for the first time since 1999, 
the Bills get an invitation. 
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THE NAVY is preparing to conduct several burials this year from Norfolk-based 
submarines, and the fleet has a unique way of performing them under the sea. 


Voter who messed 
up absentee ballot 
in 1971 reflects on 
creating Virginia's 
last tied race 


HONOR. TRADITION. 
TORPEDO TUBES. 


CAROLYN VAN HOUTEN | THE WASHINGTON POST 
Stephen Burns holds a clipping of a Washington 
Post story from 1971 about the absentee ballot 
he used to vote in a Northern Virginia delegate 
race. Judges ruled he had “defaced” his ballot 
and tossed it. The ruling left the race dead even 
and led to a tie-breaking drawing from a cup. 


MATT HILDRETH | U.S. NAVY PHOTO COURTESY OF HUNTINGTON INGALLS INDUSTRIES 
The USS Washington cruises near Newport News. The Navy accommodates requests for burials at sea when it can. 


burial alternatives 


When the weather cooperates, 
a submarine will surface for a 


By Laura Vozzella 
The Washington Post 


The last time Virginia pulled a name out 
of a hat to decide an election, Stephen Burns 
was a newly minted voter, so jazzed about 
getting the franchise that he was willing to 
jump through multiple hoops to pick his state 
legislators. 

That was in November 1971, just months af- 
ter the 26th Amendment had lowered the vot- 
ing age from 21. An 18-year-old from Spring- 
field, Burns had to vote absentee since he was 
off at college in upstate New York. He had to 
go to the Colgate University registrar’s of- 
fice to fill out his ballot since in those days, 
absentees needed to be notarized. And when 
he realized he’d made a couple mistakes, he 
took great pains to correct them. 

Burns had meant to vote a straight Repub- 
lican ticket, supporting the party’s push un- 
der then-Gov. Linwood Holton to end segre- 
gation. But after filling out the ballot, which 
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Chuck Berry. Tom Petty. 
Mary Tyler Moore. 
Roger Ailes. Jerry Lewis. 
They’re among the 
notable people who 


sunny, cold 


died in 2017. 
Highs near 28. Page 9 
Lows near 20. 
Details on the back 
page of Sports Fake news. Impactful. 


Tons. Nothingburger. 
They’re all words to be 
banned in 2018, 
according to one list. 
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Will Norfolk let former church 
become brewery? One couple’s 
proposal tests the status quo. 


COURTESY OF KENNY VANHOOK 


Kenny and Annie VanHook want to convert an empty Highland Park building, once the 
home of Tabernacle of Prayer for All People church and, before that, a grocery store, 
into a microbrewery. The landlord already has removed all of the churchlike finishes. 


By Elisha Sauers 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 

The abandoned microbrewery plan for 
a115-year-old church on the Hague hasn’t 
dampened a couple’s dream of turning 
another old Norfolk sanctuary into the 
next tap room. 

Kenny and Annie VanHook want to 
convert the former home of Taberna- 
cle of Prayer for All People into Elation 


Brewing. The site, at 5104 Colley Ave., 
was previously used for a nondenomi- 
national Christian congregation. Before 
that, it was a Colonial Stores supermar- 
ket, built in 1947. 

Today, the 12,000-square-foot building 
in Highland Park sits empty, a brown- 
brick shell, gutted to its bones. 

Kenny VanHook, an architect, said he 
has been interested in opening a brewery 
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ceremony and a member of the 
crew will pour the cremains into 
the water after a 21-gun salute. 
Otherwise, the ashes may be 
released underwater through a 
torpedo tube. 


By Brock Vergakis 
The Virginian-Pilot 


NORFOLK 
HE NAVY is a tradition- 
| bound military service, 
and few traditions are as 
important as burials at sea. 

Perhaps the most unique ser- 
vices occur aboard submarines 
that spend the majority of their 
time under water. Submarine 
Force Atlantic said it is prepar- 
ing for burials at sea on several 
Norfolk-based subs in the next 
few months. 

One will be for submarine 
veteran Marcus White, who 
served on seven war patrols 
in the Pacific theater during 
World War II and the Kore- 
an War, and was awarded the 
Bronze Star medal with the 
“V” device for valor, signify- 
ing it was earned in combat. 

White was 95 when he died 
in June. The USS Newport 
News will commit him and 
his wife, Mary Miles White, 
who died seven years earlier, 
to the sea sometime this year. 
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